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Classic Rexx on MUSIC/SP



Run Classic Rexx at 
home

MUSIC/SP



▪ What is MUSIC/SP 

▪ How you can run Classic Rexx Programs 

▪ Batchjobs

Agenda



Music/SP

Early timesharing, IBM 1966

Remote Access Computing System 

First: RACS / RACF

McGill University System for 
Interactive Computing
Developed 1970 from RAX Mods

Multi-User System for 
Interactive Computing/
System Product

VSAM 

REXX (ca 1984) 

User Interface Rewrite in REXX 1986

RAX McGill IBM



Also referred to 
as RACF
And attributed to Lockheed and 
IBM in this rather amusing article



▪ Has a 3270 terminal interface 

▪ Multiuser 

▪ Has an SPF-like editor 

▪ Compatible with MVS 

▪ Emulates MVS Supervisor Calls so that major MVS software components 
run with very few changes - and generally faster than on MVS 

▪ Runs ASMH, Fortan, PL/I, APL, ALGOL  

▪ Rexx and VSAM were added

Runs on an IBM Mainframe



Admin Main 
Menu
Perform administrative tasks 

Maintain file system 

Monitor Batch Jobs



User Main 
Menu
Perform development tasks 

Maintain files 

Perform office tasks



▪ This might be the only legal way to run Classic Rexx without an IBM license 

▪ The public domain MVS 3.8J is pre-Rexx 

▪ MUSIC/SP runs on two hardware simulators: SIM390 and Hercules 

▪ SIM390 is Windows-only but has TCP/IP networking support 

▪ Hercules runs on Windows/Linux/macOS 

▪ I run it in Hercules because I don’t have Windows

Run Classic Rexx at home



▪ Download and install Hercules or SIM390 

▪ Download the MUSIC/SP demo system from http://www.canpub.com/teammpg/de/
sim390/download.htm 

▪ For Hercules: 

▪ Check the music.cfg file 

▪ Start Hercules: 

▪ Hercules -f music.cfg 

▪ Attach a telnet session to localhost 3278 

▪ IPL the music sp DASD volume 

▪ Press [ENTER] in the telnet session

Steps

http://www.canpub.com/teammpg/de/sim390/download.htm
http://www.canpub.com/teammpg/de/sim390/download.htm


The music.cfg file

ARCHMODE ESA/390 
CPUSERIAL 000611 
CPUMODEL 3090 
CPUVERID FD 
MAINSIZE 16 
XPNDSIZE 0 
NUMCPU 1 
NUMVEC 0 
SYSEPOCH 2000 
TZOFFSET -0500 
CNSLPORT 3278 
00C 3505 
00F 3215 
0F0-0F7 3270 
* FBA-512 disk (copied exactly from Sim390 FBA volume file): 
201 3370 /Users/rvjansen/musicsp/musicxd.vol



By pressing L - K
IPL Music



The Telnet Console shell session

M066 MUSIC/SP, Level=ESA-FBA 22JUN06 
M076 (c) Copyright 1989-2000, McGill University, Montreal, Canada 
M077 Enter operator id or special options or HELP 
HHCTE006A Enter input for console device 000F



▪ It has to be a 3270 model 4 

▪ Let me repeat that: it won’t work on other models 

▪ It will appear to work, but you’ll get password errors 

▪ This has cost me a long time when restarting activity on it  

▪ I use VISTA by Tom Brennan under WINE on macOS High Sierra 

▪ Also works with X3270 and C3270 

▪ Remember to define the terminal as a type 4

Note: 3270 terminal requirements



▪ No JCL, but almost- you can specify parameters to a jobstream 

▪ For example, which program language processor to use 

▪ How much storage to assign 

▪ Input files and parameters

Batch Jobs



Example: Assembler



Example: Assembler (continued)



Example: Assembler (continued - last)



Example: Assembler results



Example: Rexx



Example: /load Rexx



Example: eXecute from Library Management Screen



Example: results of executing CPS

That is a fairly decent 
61K CPS


